
COURSE 

OBJECTIVES 

CONTENT AND INSTRUCTION IS DESIGNED TO: 
 Introduce the elements of film language  
 Develop fundamental skills in how to “read” a film  
 Explore how film has impacted – and has been impacted by - world events 

throughout the 20th century and beyond 
 Examine the evolution of film genres through analysis of specific films 
 Introduce commentary on film through a variety of essays and other assigned 

readings from within the film world. 
 . 

 

History of Film: How to Read a Film – Period 2A, 3A Henry W. Grady High School 
Student Handbook (Syllabus) Ms. Kendall, instructor 
Questions?  Contact me at kendalle108@yahoo.com 

History of Film is a semester or year-long course designed to introduce you to the basic concepts 
of filmmaking.  In “How to Read a Film” we’ll focus on how to identify and interpret the visual 
language of film so you can make informed decisions as you create original work. Application of 
your knowledge will be demonstrated through oral and written exercises designed to challenge 
your ability to apply analytic skills. Topics will include the history and influence of the 
Hollywood studio system, the study of specific film periods and genres and the concept of the 
film auteur. We will also examine the influence film has had on American culture – and in 
shaping cultures throughout the world.  

COURSE 

DESCRIPTION 

Three-ring binder (to preserve all work related to course) 
Tabs (set of 5), labeled:  
 Notes/Perks, Film Elements, Film Genres, Presentations, Film Journal 
Pen (black, blue) for submitted assignments;  
Pencil (No. 2 graphite) for notes, tests. 
 
 
 

CLASS 

MATERIALS 

REQUIRED 
AT  

EACH CLASS    

1. All class materials described above. 
2. All work completed for previous classes, properly filed in binder. 
3. All handouts provided during previous classes, properly filed in binder. 
4. Assignments to be completed by deadline date. 
5. Class participation. 
6. Seating in assigned seat BEFORE bell rings (aka, “arriving on time”). 

More than two (2) unexcused tardies will result in mandatory after-
school detention (assigned at discretion of teacher’s schedule.) 

Failure to comply with any of the above requests will result in 
point deduction against “Work Ethic” grade (see “Work Ethic” handout). 

 EVALUATION/ 
 GRADE SCALE 

Final averages will be determined 
upon the following weighted factors: 
Tests = 20% 
Class Presentations = 30% 
Film Journal = 20% 
Participation/Work Ethic = 15% 
Midterm/Final Exam = 15% 

 
 



  
 
 
TARDINESS/ABSENCE 

Tardiness is not being seated in the classroom when the bell rings. Tardy and/or absent students that do not provide 
the instructor with an official excuse or admittance pass from the GHS Attendance or Discipline office will receive a 
grade of zero (“0”) for class participation on the day that he/she is tardy and/or absent. Students that are absent 
and/or tardy who submit an official excuse will be allowed to rejoin the class without penalty. 

MAKE-UP WORK/LATE WORK/TEST ABSENCES 
This class is unique in that its content is principally derived from the screening of films –and the discussion of those 
screenings – during class. Consequently, frequent absences or tardies can have an adverse impact upon optimum 
performance.  
Therefore you must work closely with the instructor and/or fellow students (those who take reliable notes) 
subsequent to your absence(s) to ensure you stay involved. Should you miss the entire screening of a film, it may be 
necessary for you to view the film outside of class. (All films viewed in class are available for rental or streaming.) 
All make-up work resulting from excused absences or tardies is due three (3) days subsequent to student’s return 
to class. You are responsible for acquiring make-up assignments or notes. If you are absent on a test or quiz day, 
you must schedule a make-up time either after or before school within two (2) days following your return to class.  
If you are absent the day before an announced test or quiz, you will be expected to take the test/quiz as scheduled. 
This policy also applies to assignments. 

COPYING/DUPLICATING/CHEATING 
A large percentage of your final grade will be derived from the presentation of original work; therefore, ALL work 
you submit is expected to be yours!  
Submitted work that is determined either to be a duplicate of another’s (plagiarism) or not completely generated by 
the student initially will earn a “0” with a mandatory re-do within a specific timeframe (to receive a subsequent 
grade no higher than 70).  
Parent contact and other disciplinary measures will also be initiated as warranted.   
Obvious copying or duplicating or submitting of another’s work as your own as homework or classwork also will 
result in the same actions taken for all parties.  (This includes copy and paste from websites that are not openly 
recognized as public domain!)  
All incidents of cheating will be reported to school administration, in accordance with the rules established within 
the Grady High School Honor Code. 

PARTICIPATION 
Participation is highly encouraged and highly valued in class performance AND during discussions and activities. 
Your success in – and your enjoyment of - this class is in direct proportion to your level of commitment and 
involvement.   
Because of this, your performance in class will be evaluated according to a “Work Ethic” grade scale (see attached). 
All students will begin with a total of 100 points. Any variance from the standards presented on this list will result in 
deductions from that total.  Your score at midterm and end of semester will count as 15% of your total grade.  

 
MODIFICATIONS 

The instructor reserves the right to review the progress of the class throughout the semester and to make adjustments 
or modifications to the course as warranted. 
 

TUTORIAL DAYS AND TIMES 
Ms. Kendall is available for tutorial on either Wednesdays or Thursdays (A day) OR by appointment Monday – 
Friday afternoons until 4:30 p.m., in room E-108. 

 
 


